
Green and gold honours:
The 12th birthday present 
Lincoln will never forget

W hen Lincoln McConnell turned 
12 in January, he received the 
ultimate birthday present. No, it 

wasn’t the latest iPad or cool gaming con-
sole, it was the news he’d been selected in 
the Australian U12 Boys futsal team.

Playing in the pool, celebrating his 
special day with friends and family, his 
mum received an email saying her son 
had made the team. 

“It was a real surprise when my mum 
yelled out the news,” Lincoln told the 
Weekender.

“I felt good, excited… I didn’t expect 
to make the team because it was my 
first year competing at the National Club 
Futsal Championships. 

“To be honest, I can’t even remember 
what else I got for my birthday.”

The talented South Penrith resident will 
travel to Malaysia this November, repre-
senting Australia and competing against 
top level futsal teams from all over Asia 
and the world. While Lincoln has gone 
on plenty of family holidays around the 
world, he’s never stepped foot in Malaysia.

“I’m looking forward to visiting there 
and versing good teams and players from 
around the world,” he said.

“One of my friends also made the team, 
so it will be fun going with him.”

The Year 7 St Dominic’s student is soccer 
obsessed and trains and plays the game 12 
hours a week. While he’s only fairly new 
to the indoor version of the game, he’s 
been playing outdoor soccer since he was 
six-years-old. 

After beginning his soccer journey with 
the Jamisontown Giants, Lincoln now 
plays with one of the biggest clubs in 
western Sydney, the Blacktown Spartans.

“I don’t know why I love soccer so much, 
I just do. I don’t watch much of it on TV, 
I prefer playing it,” Lincoln, who supports 
Manchester United, said.

“It doesn’t impact on my studies too 
much because I always put school first. I 
do my homework as soon as I get home 
or get up early in the morning if I have to 
finish it off. 

“My family has a rule that schoolwork 
comes first before sport.”

While it’ll be hard to top Lincoln’s 12th 
birthday in years to come, it’ll certainly be 
one he’ll never forget.

NATHAN TAYLOR

FUTSAL

Lincoln McConnell at his South Penrith home this week. Photo: Melinda Jane
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WestCare Community Services
10th Annual ‘Steps of Hope’  

Community Walk
SATURDAY 6TH APRIL 2019

Walking to help families harmed by domestic violence 

Walk/Run/Scooter/Stroll around the newly opened Nepean River walk 
Start and finish anytime between 7am–12:30pm

Supporting WestCare’s ‘Fresh Start Go!’ Penrith DV Support Project

ALL AGES – REGISTRATION $30 ADULTS, $15 FOR 15 AND UNDER. Registration includes 
a T-shirt, sausage sandwich and a bottle of Steps of Hope premium spring water.

REGISTER AT STEPSOFHOPE.ORG.AU OR CALL WESTCARE ON 4731 3455

WW37083
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