
 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 3rd April 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

We have been informed that the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta have ended formal learning and 
teaching for Term 1, effective today Friday, 3rd April. They have effectively brought the school holidays for 
students forward. This announcement has come as a surprise to all Independent Catholic Schools in New South 
Wales. Consequently, all schools are reconsidering their end of term approach. 

As a result, St Dominic’s College will continue to provide lessons online until the end of Monday, 6th April. 
However, from Tuesday, 7th until Thursday, 9th April, staff will be continuing their planning as part of three staff 
development days.  

Therefore, from Tuesday, 7th April there will be no scheduled online learning via Canvas. Students will commence 
their holidays for the Term 1 break. However, teachers will still be accessible to students in support of their 
learning. This pause in online learning provides all students the opportunity to finalise all outstanding work 
including assessments and classwork from Term 1. Staff and students have been working exceptionally well 
during this transitional period and having the opportunity to reflect and evaluate will place the College in good 
stead for continuing its online learning.  

During the Staff Development Days, Stage 6 Teachers will be available for any questions or concerns to support 
their students’ ongoing learning. Stage 6 Students are encouraged to develop a study timetable program during 
this extended break. Some Year 12 teachers may conduct holiday classes as per normal should your son wish to 
participate.   

All students are encouraged to remain in the habit of checking Canvas announcements and notifications for 
ongoing support and updated information, especially as we approach the commencement of Term 2. 

The Year 12 Half-Yearly and Year 7 – Year 11 DSET1 Reports will be distributed by email as per schedule. 

Bringing the student vacation period forward will allow for the St Dominic’s College Staff to continue to prepare, 
collaborate and review our approach to this mode of learning as it is likely to continue in Term 2. The College 
will continue to provide supervision for students throughout the week concluding on Holy Thursday at 2.35pm. 
The office will remain open between 9.00am and 3.00pm during these days. Contact can be made via 
info@stdominics.nsw.edu.au 

This continues to be a transition period and I am aware of the frustration, anxiety and pressure this is placing on 
families and teachers. I greatly appreciate everyone’s dedication to this mode of teaching and learning during 
this time of unprecedented change to our way of living.   
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The College is currently planning our Phase 2 approach to online learning. This plan will be communicated to all 
our families in the coming week.  

Thank you for your ongoing patience and support during this time of transition. 

Stay safe, stay home and stay healthy. 
 

 

 

Mr Michael Ronchetti  
College Principal 

 

 

 


